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Joy to the World 
 

Memories of BC – Before Covid – are 

becoming the stuff of longing, dream, and 

legend. We have been waiting long months 

for the advent of the new world AC – After 

Covid. Yet there does not seem to be an end 

to our waiting.  

 The new world order we hope for 
and work for with vaccinations, 

experimental treatments, mask-wearing, 

social distancing, open doors and windows, 

lateral flow tests, PCR tests, and periods of 

isolation, seems to elude us. 

Yet in the midst of the continuing 

uncertainties and hardships, the angels 

bring an important message for this 

Christmas – a message the whole world 

needs to hear! 

‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all 

people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord.’ 

We do not have to wait for a new 

world order. In the birth of Jesus over 2000 

years ago, God has already come, bringing 

the light of his love and peace into the 

darkness of all that assails humanity.  

In Jesus ’death, and resurrection to 

new life, he began a new world order, where 

love triumphs over hate, and light blinds the 
darkness. 

In God, drawing near through his 

Son: the baby in the manger Mary held in 

her arms, the man suffering on the cross the 

watching woman held in their hearts, the 

risen Christ in the garden telling Mary 

Magdalene not to hold on to him, but go and 

share the good news with the disciples, and 

the living Christ holding out the gift of new 

life to us today, we find the joy of 

redemption and renewal. 

There is no one beyond the reach of 

God’s love and presence. Whoever we are, 

wherever we are, whatever situation we are 

in, God is there with us.  

Even in the depths of sorrow that 

have touched so many people during this 

pandemic, God’s arms are there to enfold us 

with his comfort and his strength, as we 

wait for the dawn of hope and joy to 

permeate the darkness. 

 During Covid (DC!), we feel like 

we are waiting for life to begin again. There 

is hope in all that has been done, and is still 

being done, to bring in that AC world, 

where Covid can be properly managed and 

controlled, and life can be unmasked.  

 There is joy in the love and support 

we see amongst families, friends, 

neighbours, and communities, with people 

going the extra mile for the sake of others, 

and in the different things we are able to do.  
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 This is the beginning of the new 

world – lives lived and shared with love and 

generosity, despite the continuing 

limitations. 

 During Advent, we look forward to 

the transformation God’s gift of life and 

love will bring to all of creation.  

 At Christmas, we see that the 

transformation has already begun with the 

gift of God’s Son. We do not need to keep 

on waiting. We just need to welcome him, 

receive his gift of love and life, and unwrap 
the joy and peace that it brings. 

May the love, joy, peace,  

and light of Christ 

dawn afresh in your hearts  

this Advent and Christmas, 

Rev. Ruth Hansford 

 

Celia and Nigel Adams wish everyone a 

very joyous Christmas and a peaceful 

New Year. 

 

 

BRO YSTUMANNER 
 

Services in Church 

Please see Pages 15 & 16 for all services 

in our Churches in December 

 

Newsletter subscriptions become due in 

January.   Please see back cover for 

details. 

 

Golden Girls’ Christmas Get-Together 

on Friday 17th December.   See Dates for 

your Diary, Page 14, for more details. 

 

 

Bro Ystumanner Zoom Services 

Zoom services have been running every 

Sunday since the first lock-down in the 

Spring of last year.   

 Pioneered by David Rynn of St 

Peter’s Aberdyfi, the service usually 

consists of a simple form of Morning Prayer 

lasting approximately 20 minutes.   

 Sometimes we extend the meeting 

for 'coffee and chat’ if people wish to stay 

online and socialise. 

 Earlier this year we were able to 
return to church services, but realised there 

is still a very real need for Zoom services 

for those who, for one reason or another, are 

unable to attend church in person.   

 This is particularly so as winter sets 

in, but also includes holiday people who 

wish to stay in touch when they go back 

home.  

 Last Spring we trialled, with some 

successs “Hybrid Zoom’ services from St 

Peter’s where the people in church were 

joined by an on-line congregation.   

 After a break while we improved 

the sound technology, we are now in a 

position to run Hybrid services from St 

Peter’s and St Cadfan’s.   

 So the plan now is that there will 

continue to be a Zoom service every 

Sunday, and once or twice a month this will 

take the form of a Hybrid Livestream 

service from one of our Churches.   

 In the longer term we would like to 
include occasional Livestreams from any 

churches in the Ministry Area where there 

is sufficient 4G signal to support Zoom. 

 We really want Zoom services to be 

available to anyone across the whole 
Ministry Area who would find them 

helpful.  If you would like to receive an 
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email invitation please contact David Rynn 

(davidrynn@hotmail.co.uk).   

 If you know of anyone who is 

unable to attend Church in person, but 

would like to join the Zoom services please 

make contact with me directly.   

 If you are not familiar with Zoom 

we can help you with setting up and joining 

Zoom meetings. 

Paul Inman - Pastoral Assistant 

paul.pninman@gmail.com 

01654 711633 

 

Eco Ystumanner 

The group met again on 5th November, 

continuing to look at issues of church 

building management.   

 This time we concentrated more on 

energy use and the various materials we use 

in running our churches.  This covered a 

wide range of things from low energy 

lighting to what sort of paper is used in the 

church office (Ruth’s study!)   

 There are many things we can all do 

to make our various doings more 

ecologically friendly. 
 We also took some time to pray for 

the COP26 Conference, which has now 

finished.   

 What has not finished, though, is 

the need for us all to continue praying that 

governments and businesses will work 

towards reducing the damage we do to the 

earth.   

 In particular, the amount of support 

which richer countries give to help poorer 

countries manage the transition to a lower-

carbon economy remained a major 

stumbling block at the end of the 

conference. 

 Amid the “blah-blah-blah” and 

accusations of “greenwashing” however, 

there is hope that the financial sector is 

increasingly starting to see opportunities for 

investing in new technologies of the right 

kind, and some believe that this is perhaps 

the best hope for the future.   

 The question of whether capitalism 

has been the driving force behind lifting 

many out of poverty is no doubt one which 

will be debated at length.   

 There are those who believe that the 
best hope for green technologies is a similar 

drive from investors.  Whether or not this is 

true at present, we may certainly pray that 

this is what actually happens. 

 The Meirionydd Botanical Society 

carried out their species survey in St. 

Cadfan’s churchyard on 22nd October, and 

we have received their report.   

 It is very comprehensive, and will 

take some time to digest, as it lists all 

sightings, both plant and animal, within half 

a kilometre of the church (!) but it certainly 

underlines the value of the churchyard as a 

community space. 

Max Birchenough 

 

Reflections on Pilgrimage:  

Jesus’ Life as a Pilgrim 

As we engage with the diocesan Llan 

project to develop St Cadfan’s as a 

Pilgrimage Centre, and look afresh at how 

to engage people with the history and 
stories of our church buildings, and the 

faith they witness to, our newsletters this 
year will each contain a reflection on the 

theme of pilgrimage. 

 

mailto:davidrynn@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:paul.pninman@gmail.com
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From the very beginning, Jesus was a 

pilgrim, undertaking many journeys to 

places that turned out to be holy ground.  

 Whilst still in the womb, he 

journeyed with his mother, as she visited 

her relative Elizabeth, who was 

miraculously expecting a child in her old 

age. The place of their meeting became 

sacred, with God’s Spirit outpoured on 

Elizabeth, and the baby John leaping with 

joy in her womb at the greeting of the 

mother of his Lord. 
Jesus journeyed with both his 

parents to Bethlehem, destined by prophecy 

to be a sacred place, the birthplace of the 

Messiah, proclaimed with the joy of angels, 
the wonder of shepherds, and the gifts of 

wise men. 

It was a special journey for Joseph 

and Mary to go up to the holy Temple in 

Jerusalem, the sacred heart of their faith and 

worship, to present their first-born son to 

the Lord and offer a sacrifice to God.  

They came with hearts full of 

worship and thanksgiving, and departed 

with the vision and blessing of Simeon, and 
the praise of Anna, resounding in their 

hearts and minds. 

The next journey was made in fear 

and haste, fleeing Herod’s soldiers. It was a 

pilgrimage to safety, preserving the sacred 

gift of life.  

It was followed by the pilgrimage 

home to Nazareth, where Jesus’ life was 

made up of those everyday pilgrimages we 

all share: discovering God’s love and 

presence in the loving embrace of our 

families, in the joys, sorrows, and routines 

of family and community life, and in the 

beauty and wonder of creation.  

At the centre of Jesus’ life was the 

worship and teaching of the synagogue, 

grounding life’s pilgrimage in the love and 

laws of God. 

Jesus’ parents, along with others in 

the community, made an annual pilgrimage 

to Jerusalem for the festival of Passover. 

For Jesus, at the age of 12, this was a 

pilgrimage of the heart to find his place and 

identity in his Father’s house, the Temple. 

When he began his ministry, Jesus 

journeyed to the River Jordan to be baptised 
by John, where again the Spirit was 

outpoured and he was affirmed as God’s 

beloved Son. 

The next journey was more 
difficult: 40 days in the wilderness, coming 

face to face with himself and his own 

desires, yet discovering that even in such a 

place he could trust in the love and presence 

of God to provide the strength and grace he 

needed stand true to himself and God. 

Jesus spent three years on 

pilgrimage with his disciples creating those 

holy places of healing, refreshment, and 

transformation, through his own presence 

and power. 

Then his last annual pilgrimage to 

Jerusalem at the festival of Passover, where 

his journey to the cross took him deeper and 

deeper into the dark and pain of evil and 

death. So heart-rending for his mother who 

had held him in her arms when he first drew 

breath, to see him breath his last. 

Yet even in the finality of the sealed 

tomb, there is hope – the journey of 

transformation from death to new life – the 

pilgrimage that God invites everyone to 

make. 

Rev. Ruth 
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Reflection on Advent 

The time of waiting is wasted 

as we count time in this world. 

 

We fret as we wait for the bus,  

or the examination result, 

or the surgery bell,  

and resent the time we could, as we think, 

use more to our advantage. 

 

God’s time of waiting is different; 

it is patient, creative, purposeful. 
 

It is the love of a father 

who knows when it is time to give 

and when to withhold. 
 

It is the compassion that reveals itself 

when we are ready and open to receive it. 

 

Centuries of our time passed 

until time and place were ready together. 

 

Time passed in Jerusalem, 

the holy city, the chosen place, 

where sacrifices were offered 
and the covenant kept, 

where the prophets were stoned 

and the covenant broken. 

 

But always the patience of love, 

waiting itself to follow the way of suffering. 

 

Waiting with God is not time lost 

but time of being truly alive. 

Speech is silent as the wonder is revealed. 

Raymond Chapman  

Stations of the Nativity: Meditations on the 

Incarnation of Christ 

 

 

 

Enfys Engylion: A Rainbow of Angels 

Thank you to everyone who has made 

angels for our Services of Light. They have 

looked angelic adorning our churches for 

the services we have had during November 

to remember those who have died.  

 At the beginning of December, 

angels will be winging their way to those 

who have requested one in memory of a 

loved one. 

If you would like an angel in 

memory of someone who has died, do 

please contact Rev. Ruth with the name of 

the person, and the names and addresses of 

those who would like an angel. 

This is something we will be 

continuing as part of our ministry to those 

who are bereaved, so do please ask at any 

time. 

Rev. Ruth (01654 710 255; 

ruthhansford@esgobaethbangor.net) 
 

Celebrating Advent and Christmas 

Last Christmas I did not imagine that we 

would still be struggling to figure out what 

to do for our Christmas services this year.  

 Coronavirus cases in Wales and 

locally in our area have been rather high 

since the summer, with many cases in our 

schools, but also cases locally among 

adults, both vaccinated and unvaccinated.  

 Currently, the case rate does not 

seem to be dropping. (At the time of writing 

the 7 day case rate per 100,000 population 

in Gwynedd is the highest in Wales at 
864.4. This is up from 768 yesterday and 

represents a 2.1% increase in cases, the 

highest in the whole of Wales.)  

 Therefore, we continue to be 

cautious and encourage social distancing, as 
well as mask-wearing and the use of hand-
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sanitiser in our churches. We are also, in the 

main, not yet singing. 

 However, we are going ahead 

planning various Christmas services to 

celebrate the good news of Emmanuel, God 

with us!  

 This joy is being shared in various 

ways, such as Advent windows being 

revealed around the villages of Aberdyfi 

and Llwyngwril, Carols through the Village 

in Llanegryn (where carols will be sung 

outdoors), and various Carol and Crib 

services. 

 These may be different to what 

happened BC (Before Covid), and carols in 

our churches are more likely to be heard 

rather than sung, but each event is intended 

to express the good news and joy that 

Christmas brings! 

 So have a look at the news from the 

churches and the services page, and do join 

us if you feel able to do so.  

 There are a few services where we 

will need people to book beforehand, so 

numbers do not go above the capacity of the 

church building. Your graciousness in 

working with us to keep everyone as safe as 

possible is greatly appreciated. 

 

Monthly Prayer Walk 

Thursday 16th December10.00 am 

Meeting at Tyn y Cornel,  

Talyllyn Lake 

Lunch at Tyn y Cornel 

at the end of the walk. 

 

In December, we will be returning to walk 

along the shores of Talyllyn Lake.  

 We will park and meet at Tyn y 

Cornel, inform them of how many are able 
to stay for lunch, and then head off to walk 

the far side of the lake, past the Old Rectory, 

and back again. A simple, fairly flat walk in 

beautiful scenery to draw breath and get a 

little gentle exercise in the run up to 

Christmas. 

 If you would like to stay for lunch 

and want a preview of what is available, the 

lunch menu for Tyn y Cornel can be viewed 

on their website 

(https://tynycornel.co.uk/dine/), but 

currently includes soup and bread at £5.95, 

rolls or wraps with a variety of fillings and 

salad and chips at £7.75, to more hearty 

options such as fish and chips, lamb pie, or 

burgers from £10-£15. There are Vegan 

options and I can enquire about gluten-free 

options if required.  

 If you would like to stay for lunch, 

but are concerned about cost, do please 

contact Rev. Ruth beforehand. 

Rev. Ruth 

Crafts for Giving 

Monday 13th December 

2.00-4.00 pm 

in St Cadfan’s Church, Tywyn 

 

It has been good to get together again and 
chat, and lovely to be able to give things 

away, even when it’s not Christmas! 

Various prayer shawls and lap 

blankets have been distributed to people in 
our communities to celebrate, commiserate, 

or just show them they are thought of and 

loved.  

If you know of anybody who you 

would like to receive a shawl or lap blanket, 
do please contact Rev. Ruth or Mrs Sue 

Whitehouse (see Contacts). 

Four large bags of blankets of 

various sizes, mainly made from squares 

knitted and crocheted by Crafts for Giving 

members, plus some hand-knitted jumpers 

https://tynycornel.co.uk/dine/
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and cardigans etc. for children and adults 

have been given to a friend of one of the 

group members, who is involved with 

charities in England providing for 

immigrants and the homeless, who often 

have nothing of their own.  

We hope that our donations will 

provide a bit of brightness and warmth to 

those in difficult circumstances, and hold in 

our prayers all those who will receive them. 

After restrictions due to Covid-19, 

Mission to Seafarers are now receiving 

hats, mufflers, balaclavas and fingerless 

mittens again, so Rev. Ruth is now able to 

send off a large box full of hats to their 

South Shields centre.  

From there they are distributed to 

appropriate ports to be given to seafarers 

arriving in the UK and around the world to 

keep them warm during the long, cold days 

and nights spent on the open seas.  

The seafarers, whose work ensures 

we receive all the diverse products we need 

and enjoy from around the world, and who 

are continuing to struggle with the 

challenges of the pandemic, are extremely 

grateful for the extra warmth.  See: 

https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/wp-

content/uploads/MtS-Knitting-Patterns.pdf 

for their patterns, or ask Rev. Ruth for a 

paper copy.  

 The bright and colourful Fish and 

Chip jumpers continue to flood in. They are 

shipped to many different places to provide 

something to keep babies warm, where 
poverty, natural disasters, and other 

situations mean such provision is not 

guaranteed. 

 In response to an appeal from the 

Neonatal Unit at Gloucestershire Royal 
Hospital, some members are now knitting 

hats for newborn babies. 

 If you would like to come along to 

the group, or make something at home (it 

does not have to involve knitting or 

crochet!!), do get involved.  

 If you know of a charity that we 

could donate items to, or make something 

for, do please get in touch. Giving is not just 

for Christmas! 

 

Help Still Required! 

It would be a lovely Christmas present to 

start 2022 with new people able to take on 

the following roles: 

 

Bro Ystumanner Ministry Area Treasurer 

Treasurer for St Mary and St Egryn, 

Llanegryn 

Treasurer for St David’s, Abergynolwyn 

Bro Ystumanner Administrator 

Bro Ystumanner Newsletter Editor 

 

The roles may not be as onerous or scary as 

you may imagine, and those in the roles do 

not need to be church members, so do ask 

about the roles and have a think whether 

you, or someone you know, would be 
willing to support our churches in this way. 

 

Thank You for Remembering 

Thank you to everyone who helped organise 

and took part in the various Acts of 

Remembrance in our communities on 

Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday. 

It was a privilege to share this time of 

remembering with you all. 

Rev. Ruth Hansford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/wp-content/uploads/MtS-Knitting-Patterns.pdf
https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/wp-content/uploads/MtS-Knitting-Patterns.pdf
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Meetings Coming Up 

 

Ministry Area Council 

Tues. 7th Dec  7.00 pm 

 St Cadfan’s Church, Tywyn 

 

Building Pilgrimage Group 

Wed. 8th Dec.  7.30 pm 

 St Cadfan’s Church, Tywyn 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM 

THE CHURCHES 

 

 

ABERDYFI 

  
See Pages 15 & 16 

for December services. 

  
Aberdyfi Advent Windows 2021 

Have you bought your Advent Calendar 

yet?  

 Well, Aberdyfi Village is ready to 

help lead you through Advent to the 

Celebration of Christmas.  

 Twenty four local households have 

willingly accepted the challenge to decorate 

a window to be revealed daily throughout 

the month of December . 

 A list of participating homes will be 

available in the St Peter’s Church Lych gate 

notice board and in the Post Office . 

 Let’s all enjoy the Journey 

Together.                            Alison Sayes 

 

 

 

ABERGYNOLWYN 
 

 
See Pages 15 & 16 

for December services. 

 

Remembrance Sunday 

We enjoyed a lovely service on 

Remembrance Sunday which was well 
attended.    

Reverend Steve Rollins kindly officiated, 

Rhian Bryan laid the wreath to honour the 

fallen and Elwyn Evans played not only the 

Last Post & Reveille down at the War 
Memorial, which was much appreciated, 

but also a couple of well chosen pieces of 

music during the service. 

 Thank you also to Thelma & Mary 

for cleaning the church in readiness.                           
Janet Wright 
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Visitation of Angels 

Many, many thanks to Ruth and Krysty for 

the heavenly host of angels they brought 

with them for our very moving Service of 

Light on Sunday.   With some beautiful 

music from Elwyn, also, it was an occasion 

that touched our hearts through every 

sense. 

 
 
A Quiet Christmas? 

Years ago, a lady who was undeniably a 

character, lived at the main road end of 

Llanegryn Street;.  

 She, bless her, attended church 

regularly, and played the organ (well) for 

us. 

 Year on year, I would ask how 

Christmas had been, for her. The reply 

would invariably be, "Oh, quiet, you know." 

I most likely replied with 

something way-off-beam: “Well, you 

wouldn't wish it to be noisy, would you?" 

 Then, I learned - “Quiet, you know" 

meant, that whatever anyone else was 

doing; or not doing, they never thought to 

include Marina. 

 I have pondered this memory, 

recently, because there is a lesson with it for 

all of us in today's world. 

Jill Baxter 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Tales of kindness follow the humble 
Robin. 

Did he fan the fire in the birthing room  
where Jesus lay? 

Was his breast stained red by the blood 

from the thorny crown? 

We cannot go back in time to help the Holy 

Family, 
or ease Christ's suffering on the cross, 

But in serving others, 

We serve Him. 
Mary Fleeson 
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FAIRBOURNE 

  
 

See Pages 15 & 16 

for December services. 

 

“Thank you, that was just what I needed, I 

feel better now.”  Words said to me at the 

end of our Service of Light, and not from a 

regular at St Cynon’s.  

 The words spoken, remind us of   

how important the Church is in our 

communities. The Church is there for all, in 

good times, in bad times, in times for 

personal reflection and contemplation.  

 

 
 

We had a Reflections for Remembrance, 

in St Cynon’s on the Saturday before 

Remembrance Sunday. 

 The hour was filled with personal 

letters from the trenches, poetry, prayers, 

music and of course tea and biscuits. Thank 

you to all who helped make it a special 

evening.  

 Our service on Remembrance 

Sunday took place at the War Memorial in 

Arthog. 

 The Month was rounded off with a 

joint St Cynon’s and St Celynin’s ‘Big 

Breakfast’ in the Village Hall. Once again 

thank you to all who helped out.              

Rev George 

 
It has been so good to be able to have The 

Ark and Aftershock up and running again 
after a year and half off due to Covid-19.  

 It has been a pleasure seeing a lot of 

our regulars back and a lot of new 

youngsters joining too.  

 We thank God that we are able to 

run these clubs and continue to see his 

guidance with the way forward. We have 

also appreciated having Rev. Ruth at a 

couple of the sessions.     Zoe.    

 

 As always if you know of anyone 

who would like our prayers or pastoral 

support, please do get in touch. 

 

Christmas Service in the Village Hall 

We are aware that not everybody is able to 

get up to the church for services. Therefore, 

we will be having a short service of 

Christmas Readings and Music in the 

Village Hall at 11.00 am on Sunday 19th 

December. It will be followed by tea, coffee 

and mince pies! If you would like to come 

to this service, please contact Rev. George 

Williams on 01341 250 204, so we can 

make sure that numbers fit the regulations. 
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LLANEGRYN 

 
See Pages 15 & 16 

for December services. 

 

Following the service by the Cenotaph, a 

liturgy for the dedication of the restored bell 

took place in the church. 

 During 2018 the bell’s clapper was 

extremely rusty and as a result had 

dislodged and fallen to the ground.     

 There was much discussion 

regarding the repairs and cost, as it had been 

cast in 1874 by Mears & Stainbeck, 

Whitechapel. 

 There were complexities due to the 

restrictions of lockdown, but eventually 

during March 2021 scaffolding was erected 

around the church, the bell was removed 

and dispatched to John Taylor & Co in 

Loughborough.    

 When the work was completed, the 

bell was returned to its rightful setting in the 

church. 

 Grateful thanks to the Friends of 

Llanegryn Church for their generous grant 

of £10,049, and also to Haydn Rees for all 

the work he has done. 
 The bell was toasted with sparling 

elderflower (ororange juice!) accompanied 

by a slice of delicious cake kindly made by 

Paul Hansford before everyone went home.   

Many thanks. 
Llywela Hughes 

 

Carol Singing through the Village 

As the opportunities to sing carols 

indoors are rather limited this year, the 

community will be joining together in 

singing carols outside through the 

village on Sunday 12th, starting outside 

the school at 3.30 pm. 

 We will reflect on the Christmas 

story in A Service of Christmas 

Readings and Music at 11.15 am on 

Sunday 19th December and look 

forward to welcoming people to our 

Christmas Eve Communion at 9.30 pm 

on Christmas Eve. 

 

 

LLANFIHANGEL  

Y PENNANT 
 

  
The Ministry Area Advent Carol Service at 

St Michael’s Church on Sunday 28th 
November at 3.00 pm introduced those who 

came to Advent carols in a variety of 

musical styles!  Everyone wrapped up warm 

to explore the season of Advent in word and 

song. A warm glass of non-alcoholic mulled 
wine punch accompanied by Swedish 

ginger biscuits rounded off a lovely service 

at this wonderful church which attracts so 

many visitors from around the world. The 

church remains open in daylight hours for 

anyone who wants to visit. 
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LLWYNGWRIL 

 
 

See Pages 15 & 16 

for December services. 
 

During Advent, various houses and 

establishments will be revealing their 

‘Advent Calendar’ windows. Do pick up a 

schedule at the shop and enjoy a winter 

walk around the Living Advent Calendar. 

 The final window of the Living 

Advent Calendar at St Celynnin’s Church 

will open its doors slightly early for the Crib 

Service at 3.30 pm on Sunday 19th 

December. If you would like to come to this 

service, please contact Zoe Hobbs (01341 

250 993) to book, as the capacity of the 

church is limited under current restrictions 

 Christmas will then be welcomed in 

at the Carol service at St Celynnin’s at 3.00 

pm on Christmas Eve. We may not be able 

to sing the carols, but will enjoy humming 

loudly!! For this service, please contact Ann 

Hackney (01341 250 534) to book. 
We look forward to welcoming you 

to our church celebrations, so do join the 

shepherds to come and see what the angels 

were singing about! 

 

 

 

 

 

PENNAL 

 
See Pages 15 & 16  

For December services. 

 

November - the season of falling leaves and 

temperatures, most commonly noticed 

around the 11th.  

 That morning all the children and 

staff of Ysgol Pennal gathered round our 

War Memorial at 11.00 and remembered all 

those whose names are listed there on the 

cross which was unveiled 100 years ago.  

 We listened to Big Ben in London 

and the trumpet sounding the Last Post two 

minutes later - a very moving event. 

 On Remembrance Sunday a small 

congregation met in church, and then 30 

members of the village met at the Memorial 

where the traditional service was held and 

wreaths laid.  

 Particularly memorable this year 

was the story told (and poem Yr Arwr 

recited) by the Community Council 

representative Aled Rees of his grandfather 

who served alongside the poet Hedd Wyn. 

Hedd Wyn won the 1917 chair at the 

Eisteddfod but the actual piece of furniture 

had to be draped in black as he had been 
killed six weeks earlier at Ypres.  

 O God our help in ages past was 

sung enthusiastically with full traffic 

accompaniment. 
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A very good attendance (including Rev 

Ruth, Churchwardens etc) was at a meeting 

where it was agreed that the community 

would start the process that might enable 

the village to purchase Glan-yr-Afon/ The 

Riverside if no other buyer was successful. 

Much work and involvement ahead…  

 We were all deeply saddened to 

learn of the death of Mark Yorke, for many 

years someone who would arrive (usually a 

little late) on Sunday mornings in the 

church that was very much part of his late 

wife’s family worship. His funeral will be a 

private family event, but we will hold a 

service of thanksgiving in the spring. 

 And now we approach Advent, a 

new year, and Christmas, with hope but 

concern as the epidemic spreads its fingers 

round the local area.  

 We have cancelled the planned 
Christmas carol singalong in the Riverside 

and we just pray that we can observe 

Christingle, Christmas Eve Mass and the 

Family Christmas Day Service in the 

traditional way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TYWYN 

 
 

See Pages 15 & 16 

for December services. 

 

Christmas services 

Instead of our traditional Carol Service, this 
year we will hear the Christmas story in 

song and word with Roger Whitehouse 

singing excerpts from a variety of carols 

(whilst socially distanced from the 

congregation!) accompanied by various 

readings by Sue Whitehouse. Everyone is 

welcome! 

 Christmas Eve will see a slightly 

simpler version of the normal Crib service 

at 5.00 pm. Although the pandemic means 

that we haven’t been able to work with the 

young people to prepare anything for the 

service this year, everyone is welcome to 

come and celebrate the wonder of the 

Christmas story. If you are planning to 

come to this service, do please contact Rev. 

Ruth (01654 710 255) to book, so that we 

make sure there is sufficient seating. 

 The Christmas Eve Communion is 

at 11.30 pm, and there is a Christmas Day 

Communion suitable for all the family at 

11.15 am. And on Boxing Day (Sunday 

26th), there is still time for a lie-in before 

our Christmas season Celebration at 11.15 

am. We look forward to seeing you! 
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A quotation from Esther de Waal during a 

day retreat Linda and I went to a few years 

ago:  "Who is it that you seek?" 

Max Birchenough 

 

Jesus was born in a stable. 

There was no room at the inn. 

He had a stall for a cradle; 

That was good enough for him. 

 

No kingly robe for his vesture. 

No royal throne for this one. 

But Mary fondled her treasure 

For he was God's dear son 

 

Jesus was born in a stable. 

There was no room at the inn. 

He had a stall for a cradle; 

That was good enough for him. 

P Chesters 

Thanks to Meryl Gover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR 

YOUR DIARY 
 

Tuesday 7th December, 7.00pm 

Ministry Area Council 

St Cadfan’s Church, Tywyn 
 

Wednesday 8th December, 7.30 pm 

Building Pilgrimage Group 

St Cadfan’s Church, Tywyn 
 

Monday 13th December 

2.00-4.00 pm  

Crafts for Giving 

St Cadfan’s Church, Tywyn 

More details see Page 6 
 

Thursday 16th December10.00 am 

Monthly Prayer Walk 

Meeting at Tyn y Cornel, Talyllyn 

Lake 

Lunch at Tyn y Cornel at the end  

of the walk. 

More details see Page 6 
 

Friday 17th December 

12.30 for 1.00pm 

Golden Girls’ Christmas Lunch 

Retreat Bar & Café, Market Hall 

More details from  

Trina Hawkes, 01654 710422 

Anita Inman, 01654 711633 
 

Menu opposite 

One course £5.95 

Two curses £8.95 

Choices must be notified in advance to 

Trina or Anita
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Services in our Churches in December 
Ardal Weinidogaeth Bro Ystumanner Ministry Area 

 

 

Every Tuesday 

4.00 pm Evening Prayer   St Peter’s, Aberdyfi 
 

Every Wednesday 

10.30 am Holy Communion   St Cadfan’s, Tywyn 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sunday 5th December – Advent 2 

10.00 am Holy Communion         St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal 

10.00 am Holy Communion         St David’s, Abergynolwyn 

11.00 am Zoom Service* 

11.15 am Holy Communion              St Mary & St Egryn, Llanegryn 

11.15 am Holy Communion   St Cadfan’s, Tywyn 

 

Sunday 12th December  - Advent 3 

9.30 am Holy Communion   St Celynnin’s, Llwyngwril 

10.00 am Morning Worship   St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal 

11.00 am Holy Communion   St Cynon’s, Fairbourne 

11.00 am Morning Worship   St Peter’s, Aberdyfi 

11.00 am Zoom Service* 

11.15 am Morning Worship   St Cadfan’s, Tywyn 

3.30 pm Carols through the Village (Llanegryn) Meet outside school 

 

Sunday 19th December – Advent 4 

10.00 am Holy Communion         St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal 

10.00 am Alternative Carol Service        St David’s, Abergynolwyn 

11.00 am A Service of Christmas Readings and Music 

       Village Hall, Fairbourne 

Please contact Rev. George Williams to book (01341 250 204) 

11.15 am A Service of Christmas Readings and Music 

       St Mary & St Egryn, Llanegryn 

3.30 pm Crib Service    St Celynnin’s, Llwyngwril 

  Please contact Zoe Hobbs to book (01341 250993) 

4.00 pm Christmas: Hear the Story in Song St Cadfan’s, Tywyn 

  (This service will also be live-streamed on Zoom*) 
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Friday 24th December – Christmas Eve 

3.00 pm Carol Service          St Celynnin’s, Llwyngwril 

  Please contact Ann Hackney to book (01341 250 534) 

3.00 pm Christmas Eve Communion  St David’s, Abergynolwyn 

3.30 pm Crib Service         St Peter’s, Aberdyfi 

5.00 pm Crib Service    St Cadfan’s, Tywyn 

8.00 pm Christmas Eve Communion  St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal 

9.30 pm Christmas Eve Communion  St Mary & St Egryn, Llanegryn 

11.30 pm Christmas Eve Communion  St Peter’s, Aberdyfi 

11.30 pm Christmas Eve Communion  St Cadfan’s, Tywyn 

 

Saturday 25th December – Christmas Day 

10.00 am Christmas Day Family Service St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal 

10.00 am  Christmas Day Celebration  St Cynon’s, Fairbourne 

10.30 am Christmas Day Communion  St Peter’s, Aberdyfi 

  (This service will also be live-streamed on Zoom*) 

11.15 am Christmas Day Communion  St Cadfan’s, Tywyn 

 

Sunday 26th December – Boxing Day 

11.15 am Christmas Season Celebration St Cadfan’s, Tywyn 

 

*The Zoom Service is open to everyone. To take part in this on-line service, please 

contact David Rynn (davidrynn@hotmail.co.uk), so he can email you the link. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to our churches! 
 

In line with current regulations, please wear a mask and only attend if you or your 

household have shown no symptoms of Coronavirus (Covid-19) in the last 14 days. 

Congregational singing will only take place if the risk assessment for that church 

suggests it is wise to do so, so this will vary according to local case rates, and the 

ventilation and space in the building. 

 

Thank you for your support and your consideration of others. 

  

mailto:davidrynn@hotmail.co.uk
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CONTACTS 
 

Vicar    Rev. Dr. Ruth Hansford   01654 710255 

& Ministry Area  Y Ficerdy  ruthhansford@esgobaethbangor.net 

Team Leader   Ffynnon Arian    

    Tywyn 

    Gwynedd 

    LL36 9BF   

Revd Dr Ruth Hansford’s day off is usually Tuesday 

 

Retired Clergy:     Revs. Celia & Nigel Adams   01654 711604  

    Revs. Mary & George Bolt   01341 422006 

 

Non Stipendiary Minister:  Rev. Christina ten Wolde,                01654 767047 

 

Non Stipendiary Curates Rev. Steve Rollins  01654 288538 / 07594 976699  

    steverollins@cinw.org.uk  

 

    Rev. George Williams    01341 

250204 

 

Readers:      Miss Meryl Gover,  

    Mrs Sue Whitehouse 

 

Ministry Area Safeguarding Officer    Fiona Covington Mann 01654 711892 

 

Ministry Area Treasurer  Neville Owen   01654 711057 

     n.owen50@btinternet.com  

 

Ministry Area Administrator:  Anthony Pearson,    01654 782262 

     anthony.pearson12@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Newsletter Editor   Jane Pearson    01654 782262 

     janepearson39@icloud.com  07970 967791 

      

Bro Ystumanner Website:  www.broystumanner.com 

Website Manager   Scott Taylor   07790 442103 

     scottptaylor@icloud.com  

mailto:ruthhansford@esgobaethbangor.net
mailto:steverollins@cinw.org.uk
mailto:n.owen50@btinternet.com
mailto:anthony.pearson12@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:janepearson39@icloud.com
http://www.broystumanner.com/
mailto:scottptaylor@icloud.com
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Aberdyfi, St Peter 

Churchwardens:  Emeritus  Eluned Fowles  01654 767570 

       Deputy  Alison Sayes    01654 767474 

 

Abergynolwyn, St David 

Churchwarden    Janet Wright    01654 782632 

 

Fairbourne, St Cynon 

(Representative)   Rev. George Williams 01341 250204 

 

Llanegryn, St Mary & St Egryn 

Churchwardens   Dianne Bishton  01654 710630 

     William Williams Wynne 

 

Llanfihangel y Pennant, St Michael 

Caretakers     Anthony & Jane Pearson 

      01654 782262;  AP 07733 217713;  JP 07970 967791 
 

Llwyngwril, St Celynnin and Llangelynnin Old Church 

Wardens     Ann Hackney   01341 250534 

 Esp Llangelynnin Old Church Maggie Bates   07850 671529 
 

Pennal, St Peter ad Vincula 

Churchwardens   Hugh Ramsbotham  01654 702121 

     Alan Fisher 
 

Tywyn & Bryncrug, St Cadfan 

Churchwarden   Charles Benedetto 01654 710640, 07707 483612 

     John Vaughan Jones  01654 712116 

Warden Emeritus   Meryl Gover   01654 710135 

Sacristan    Linda Birchenough  01654 288473 

Organist    Gwenda Graham  01654 710044 

Flowers    Margaret Evans 

Prayer Group    Sue Yeomans   01654 710658 

Verger     Clive Edwards     
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Many thanks to those of you who have contributed  

to this newsletter. 

Next month I will need copy 

on Friday 17th December 

Jane Pearson 

Tel 01654 782262    

Mobile 07970 967791 

Email.   

 

janepearson39@icloud.com 

 
Colour photos are fine so long as they also work  

in black and white.    

You must have permission from any adults in a photo and from parents 

or guardians of any children in a photo  

before you send it to me. 

  

mailto:janepearson39@icloud.com
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Newsletter Subscriptions Now Due 
 Subscriptions for Bro Ystumanner News become due in January 

 As always, to comply with the Data Protection rules, a request to receive the 

newsletter indicates your consent for your contact details, as appropriate, to be held 

in our records. 

 

Newsletter - by Email - free of charge 

If you already receive the newsletter by email, and are happy to continue, you don’t 

need to do anything. 

To start receiving copies by email please let Rev. Ruth know,  

email: ruthhansford@esgobaethbangor.net 

 

To receive a paper copy please complete the form below and hand it, with your 

payment, to your churchwarden.  If you are not able to attend church, please send 

the form, with a cheque made payable to Bro Ystumanner Ministry Area, to: 

 Rev. Ruth Hansford, Y Ficerdy, Ffynnon Arian, Tywyn, LL36 9BF 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Bro Ystumanner News – Subscription Renewal – January 2022 

 

Name………………………………………….    

 

Address……………………………………………………………………………. 

 

………………………………………………Post Code …………………………. 

 

The name of your church ………………………………………………………….. 

 

For Newsletters collected from church or hand-delivered (by arrangement only, 

where possible): 

I would like to renew/take out an annual subscription to Bro Ystumanner News. 

I enclose payment of £4.00.        (tick if appropriate) 

OR 

For Newsletters posted by Royal Mail (tick your payment choice below) 

I would like my newsletter to be posted to me and I enclose: 

EITHER payment of £4.00 plus 12 2nd-class stamps 

OR payment of £12.00, to cover newsletter plus postage costs. 

 

Cheques made payable to Bro Ystumanner Ministry Area, please. 

mailto:ruthhansford@esgobaethbangor.net

